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How to Change Your Desktop Wallpaper in XP and Vista 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Desktop Picture

Over 8000 

amazing desktop 

Wallpaper 1000's 

to choose from. 

Have fun  
www.Popularscreensavers.com

Free Desktop 
Wallpapers
+1,000's Amazing 

Wallpapers. 100% 

Free, Safe & Easy 

to Download.  
www.PcWallpaperZone.com

100% Free 
Screensavers

Thousands of free 

screensavers and 

wallpapers. Dress 

up your desktop!  
www.MillionScreensavers.com

Update Windows 
XP Drivers
Fix and Update 

Windows XP 

Drivers. Free 

Download. 100% 

Guaranteed!  
www.PC-Authority.com

 

How to Change Your Desktop Wallpaper in XP and Vista 
 

When your computer has started/booted the screen will show, behind the icons and  
taskbar, a picture, pattern or solid colour. This is your Desktop and you can change it  

to look pleasing to your eyes. 
Here How: 

 

 
 

Typical Desktop using a Windows Wallpaper. 

 

  
Vista 

1. Right click on the blank area of Windows Vista desktop. Go to 'Personalize'. 

 

 
2. Click on 'Desktop Backgrounds'.  

 

Repair Your Windows XP
Free Registry Scan, Fix Errors & Improve 
Performance - 5 Star Rated  
www.PCTools.com

Registry Cleaners Exposed
Don't Download Any Registry Cleaner Until 
You See This Shocking Review!  
RegistryCleanerHelp.org

XP Remote Desktop
Remotely Access and Support Any Desktop 
- PC & Mac. Free Trial!  
www.Bomgar.com
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Windows XP - 
Diagnostic

"This tool fixed my 

Windows XP & 

made it running 

like new" (M.B)  
Windows-XP.FixingTool.com

Windows XP 
Error Code 10
Fix Windows XP 

Error Code 10 

Free Download. 

100% Guaranteed. 
Fix-Error-Code.PCaholic.com

Free DESKTOP 
WALLPAPER

100% Free - 

10,000+ 3D 

Animated 

Wallpapers. Get in 

15 Secs now!  
www.YourFreeSmiley.com

Free Desktop 
Themes
High Quality 3D 

Desktop Themes+ 

Screensavers. 

Easy & Fast!  
www.FreeScreensaversToday.com

 

 
 
 

Click the picture you want for your desktop background. If the picture you want to use is not 
in the list of desktop background pictures, click the Picture location down arrow to view 

other categories. You can also select Solid colors from Picture location list.  
 

 

3. If you want to use your own digital picture, click 'Browse' to search for the picture on your 
computer. When you find the picture you want, double-click it. It will become your desktop 
background and appear in the list of desktop backgrounds.  

4. You can also select "How should the picture be positioned?" - 'Fit to screen', 'Tile', 
'Center', "Maintain aspect ratio" and "Crop to fit screen" 

 

In XP 

1. Click the "Start" button at the bottom left corner of your screen. Select "Control Panel." 
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2. Select "Appearance and Personalization" in the control panel and then click 
"Personalization."  

3. Click "Desktop Background" from the list of functions displayed as available for 
personalization.  

4. Choose the color or image you want to use as your wallpaper from the selections provided 
by Windows XP or click "Browse" to search your directory for an image of your own. Double-
click your choice to load it into the list of available backgrounds and to display it as 
wallpaper.  

5. Use the option "How should the picture be positioned" to direct your selected image either 
to the center of the screen or to fit the entire screen. Click "OK" to confirm your choice. 

6. Select a color to frame a centered image by accessing the "How should the picture be 
positioned" option. Click "Change Background Color" and select the color you want. Click 
"OK" to display the color. 
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